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Name: ___________________________

Year 5

Narrative, plays and scripts Unit 3

Shaping texts

Note for adults
Help your child to identify similarities and differences. Your child may need help to break this up into steps which can be planned as a storyboard.
An Italian Cinderella

· Read the story. Consider how it is like the Cinderella story you know and how it is different.

Once upon a time there was a man who had three daughters. He had to go away to work, and said to them, “I am about to make a journey. What do you want me to bring you when I return?”


One asked for a handsome dress; the second, a fine hat and a beautiful shawl. He said to the youngest, “And you, Cinderella, what do you want?” They called her Cinderella because she always sat in the chimney corner.


“Please buy me a little bird.”


Her sisters said, “She does not know what to do with the bird! Instead of ordering a handsome dress, a fine shawl, she takes a bird. Who knows what she will do with it?”


The father went, and on his return brought the dress, hat and shawl for the two sisters, and the little bird for Cinderella.


The father was employed at the court, and one day the King said to him, “I am going to give three balls; if you want to bring your daughters, do so.”


He went home and said, “What do you think, girls? His majesty wishes you to attend his ball.”


The sisters said to Cinderella, “There, you see, Cinderella, if you had only asked for a handsome dress! This evening we are going to the ball.”


She replied, “It matters nothing to me! You go; I am not going.”


In the evening the sisters adorned themselves, saying to Cinderella, “Come along, there will be room for you, too.”


“I don’t want to go; you go; I don’t want to.”


Their father rushed, “Let us go, let us go! Dress and come along. Let her stay.”


When they had gone, Cinderella went to the bird and said, “Oh Bird, make me more beautiful than I am!”


Soon she was clothed in a sea-green dress with so many diamonds that it blinded you to behold her. The bird made ready two purses of money, and said, “Take these two purses, enter your carriage, and away!”


Cinderella set out for the ball. She entered the ballroom. All of the gentlemen were dazzled by this beautiful lady, but before any of them could ask her, the King took her hand and began to dance with her. After he had danced with her all the evening she stood by her sisters. She drew out her handkerchief from her bag, and a bracelet fell out.


“Oh, Signora,” said the eldest sister, “you have dropped this.”


“Keep it for yourself,” Cinderella replied.

· Plan a storyboard or cartoon strip of the rest of this story, taking into account the differences in characters and setting.
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