
The Mayans Project: 

This week, we would like you to complete a project on the Mayans. Each day, we have a different task for 

you to complete so that by the end of the week you will have completed a booklet of different tasks. Enjoy! 

You might find some of the following websites useful for your research: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-introducing-the-maya-civilisation/znk3cqt 

https://www.planbee.com/blog/maya-facts-ks2-children-teachers/ 

If you need any help accessing information for your research, please get in touch and we can send 

information sheets over to help if needed. 

Monday: 

First, find out who the Maya were and where they lived. When were they alive? Are they still around 

today? Then, research two types of people typical to the Maya civilisation: King, priest, palace official, 

craftsman, farmer, labourer, slave. Find out what their typical life would be like and compare the two. 

Which role would you enjoy the most and why? Write a short diary entry pretending that you are a Maya 

of your chosen role. 

Tuesday: 

What was a typical Mayan house like? Find out the key features of a typical Maya house then draw and 

annotate a picture. If possible, make a model of your house using resources you have at home (cardboard, 

paper, sticks, grass, sand, mud). Discover Chichen Itza. Chichen Itza is one of the wonders of the world 

(Miss Jones visited last year in Mexico). Discover its many wonders (it was renowned for holding many 

gruesome sacrifices!). 

Wednesday: 

The Mayans believed in hundreds of different gods and they believed different gods controlled different 

aspects of the natural world. The Mayans were known for making regular human sacrifices to please and 

make amends to the gods. Research some of the Mayan gods. How many gruesome ways that they made 

blood sacrifices can you find? Choose an image of a Mayan god and design a mask for this god. You can 

draw a picture; make a statue or a model. Have fun!  

  

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-introducing-the-maya-civilisation/znk3cqt
https://www.planbee.com/blog/maya-facts-ks2-children-teachers/


Thursday: 

The Mayan number system consisted of dots, lines and shells. Discover how they Mayans wrote their 

numbers and write some equations for yourself and/or a family member to answer using the Mayan 

number depictions. Challenge us to answer some of your equations!  

Friday: 

The Maya are known for their chocolate. Here is a typical Mayan hot chocolate recipe: 

 

If you can, make the hot chocolate and write a review on how you think it tastes. Could it be improved? 

How does it compare to how you would make hot chocolate? Then, design your own hot chocolate and 

write the recipe out (we would live to give some a go). Please send pictures of your hot chocolate 

experiences.  

If you are not able to make the hot chocolate, write down your thought about whether you think you 

would enjoy the hot chocolate and any ideas on changes that you would make. Then design and a write a 

recipe for your own hot chocolate. 

 

We hope you have fun with your Mayan project this week. Keep us updated on all the interesting things 

you find out.  

 

 

 



Spellings: 

Green and red groups: 

 

 

Blue and yellow groups: 

 



 

 

WOW: Your ‘word of the week’ this week is fervent. Use it in a sentence and show which word class it 

belongs to.  

 

 

 



Reading comprehension: 

 



 



 



 

 

Picture News: 

 

Read the following (Resource 2) and discuss your opinions with a family member. How do your family’s 

opinions differ? Are they similar? Why do you think this is? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try using a variety of these words to describe your feelings towards zoos. Find the definition of words that 

you do not know (if you find a word that you would like us to use as a WOW then please let us know).  

 

sad angry happy confused excited worried shocked afraid 
despondent 
disconsolate 
dismal 
doleful 
downhearted 
forlorn  
gloomy 
melancholic 
miserable 
woeful 
wretched 

 

aggrieved 
annoyed 
discontented 
disgruntled 
distressed 
exasperated 
frustrated 
indignant 
offended 
outraged 
resentful 
vexed 

 

beaming 
buoyant 
cheery 
contented 
delighted 
enraptured 
gleeful 
glowing 
joyful 

 

addled 
baffled 
bemused 
bewildered 
disorientated 
indistinct 
muddled 
mystified 
perplexed 
puzzled 

 

animated 
elevated 
enlivened 
enthusiastic 
exhilarated 
exuberant 
thrilled 

agitated 
anxious 
apprehensive 
concerned 
disquieted 
distraught 
distressed 
disturbed 
fretful 
perturbed 
troubled 
uneasy 

astonished 
astounded 
disconcerted 
distressed 
dumbfounded 
horrified 
staggered 
startled 
stunned 
surprised 

 

alarmed 
apprehensive 
daunted 
fearful 
frantic 
horrified 
petrified 
terrified 

 


