
 

YEAR 6  

A Parent’s Guide to Practising Spellings at Home  

Why spelling practice matters  

In Key Stage 2, the focus is on developing accuracy as well as a range of 

strategies for spelling.  

Although teachers will highlight spelling errors to children, it is important 

children recognise for themselves when they have made an error and know a 

range of strategies for correcting inaccuracies. By this stage, children will have a 

range of spelling s trategies that they will have been taught to draw on. Children 

will use the strategy which best suits their learning style and works best for 

them.  

Helping at Home  

Parents can support children by practising any spelling patterns or spelling 

investigations which are sent home as part of home learning and also by helping 

children to read and spell the Y5/6 word lists (included in this document).  

Children will practise these spellings throughout the week in spelling lessons and 

will be tested on a Friday using some of the words from each week or others 

with similar spelling patterns.  

We will track your child’s progress in spelling through the statutory word lists 

and half -termly reviews.  

Remember to make practising the words enjoyable and not a chore.  

The suggestions below may help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ideas for how to practise spellings  

Make It Daily, Short & Fun  

    10 –15 minutes a day is ideal  

    Little and often works better than 

long sessions once a week  

 

Start with These Methods  

       Look, Cover, Write, Check  

1.  Look at the word  

2.  Cover it  

3.  Write it  

Check it  

     Repeat 3 –5 times for each word  

      Pyramid Words  

Build the word letter by letter:  

s   

sp   

spe   

spel   

spell   

       Spelling Target Practice  

• Pick 5 tricky words a week  

• Write each in a sentence  

Say them out loud and spell them aloud  

       Rainbow Write  
 
Choose your 3 favourite crayons to 
rainbow write your spelling words. 
Write each word first in pencil then trace 
over each word three times. Each time 
you trace, you must use a different 
colour crayon.  

Active Games to Make It Stick  

•    Word Jumble: Mix up the letters 

of the word – can your child 

unscramble it?  

•       Hangman: Classic spelling fun   

  Silly Songs: Sing the spellings to a tune 
they know  

Link Words to Meaning  

Understanding what words mean helps 

spelling stick.  

Try:  

• Drawing a picture for each 

word  

• Matching definitions  

Using each word in a silly or interesting 
sentence  

Practise in Context  

Let them:  

• Write short stories or sentences 

using their spelling words  

• Spot spelling words in books or 

homework  

Create their own mini spelling test  

Break Tricky Words into Parts  

For example:  

• environment = en –vi –ron –ment  

• necessary = one collar, two sleeves 

(funny memory tip!)  

 

ABC Order  

Write your spelling words in 

alphabetical order. Be sure to look at the 

first letter of each word. If the first letter 

is the same, look at the second letter.  

Spelling Paragraph  

Write a paragraph using ALL of your 

spelling words. Be sure to underline 

your spelling words in your paragraph.  

Rhyming Words  

Choose eight of your spelling words. First 

write each spelling neatly. Think of a rhyming 

word for each spelling word. Write the new 

rhyming word next to your spelling word. 

*Example: cries, tries  

Spelling Sort  

Think of a way to sort your spelling 

words. Write your word sort neatly. You 

may want to sort your words by: 

syllables, beginning sounds, part of 

speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, other), 

vowel sounds The possibilities are 

endless! Have fun!  

Fancy Letters  

Write each of your spelling words neatly 

using fancy letters. Your letters can have 

curly -q’s or dots, for example. Have fun 

and be creative!  

Parts of Speech  

Sort your spelling words according to their 

part of speech: Noun, adjective, verb, other 

Make a chart like the one below:  

 

Word Shapes  

Draw around the words making a clear 

distinction in size where there are 

ascenders and descenders. Look 

carefully at the shape of the word and 

the letters in each box. Now try to write 

the word making sure that you get the 

same shape.  

  



 

 

Statutory Spelling Words for Year 5 and 6 from National 

Curriculum  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 1  



Week  1 Week 2  Week 3  
Statutory Word List  Words ending able ably  Words ending ible ibly  

 

Can your child spell all of the words 
on the list above?  

 
Pick 10 and practise them.  

 
 

 

breakable comfortable enjoyable 
reliable believable affordable 
washable adorable valuable 

acceptable applicable vegetable 
payable likeable actionable 
dependable understandable  

 
comfortably enjoyably reliably 
believably affordably adorably 
valuably acceptably applicably 

understandably  
 

Visible invisible sensible horrible 
terrible possible impossible incredible 

edible legible  
 

Visibly invisibly sensibly horribly 
terribly possibly impossibly 

incredibly legibly  

Week 4  Week 5  Week 6  
Adding suffixes beginning with 
vowels to words ending in -fer  

hyphens  Statutory Word List  

refer reference referred  
prefer preference preferred  
confer conference conferred  

defer deference deferred  
offer offered  

suffer sufferance suffered  
transfer transference transferred  

differ differed difference  
infer inference inferred  

 
 

co-own  
re-enter  

co-ordinate  
co-ordinator  
co-operate  

well -known  
part -time  

mother -in-law  
check -in  

self -esteem  
ex-boyfriend  

well -being  
two -thirds  

 

 

Can your child spell all of the words 
on the list above?  

 
Pick 10 and practise them.  

 

 

 

Autumn Term 2  

Week 1  Week 2  Week 3  
Statutory Word List  Homophones ce/se  'c' makes the 's' sound  

Can your child spell all of the words 
on the list above?  

 
Pick 10 and practise them  

 
 

 

advice / advise  
device / devise  

practice /practise  
licence / license  

peace/piece  
 

Use KS2 homophones list above to 
practise other words.  

cemetery  
excellent  
criticise  

convenience  
existence  
hindrance  
necessary  
prejudice  
sacrifice  
sufficient  

 

Week 4  Week 5  Week 6  
Words ending in -cious  Words ending in -tious  Statutory Word List  

delicious  
suspicious  

 vicious  
malicious  
precious  
ferocious  
conscious   

ambitious  
cautious  

infectious  
 nutritious  
 fictitious  

repetitious  
 superstitious  

Can your child spell all of the words on 
the list above?  

 
Pick 10 and practise them  

 
 
 

 

 

 

Spring Term 1  



Week 1  Week 2  Week 3  
Ending in ‘ough’  Words ending in -cial  Words ending in -tial  

bough  
cough  
 dough  

 enough  
 fought  
 bought  
 plough  
 though  
 drought  
 sought  

 thought  
 tough  

  toughen  
 thorough  

 rough  
 although  
 brought  

 ought  
 thoughtful  

 

crucial  
facial  

 official  
 special  

 beneficial  
 artificial  

 superficial  
 commercial  

 glacial  
 social  

 financial  
 racial  

 

partial  
essential  
 potential  

 substantial  
confidential  
 residential  
influential  
torrential  

preferential  
quintessential  

Week 4  Week 5  Week 6  
SATS Spelling Practise  SATS Spelling Practise  SATS Spelling Practise  

Use the spelling lists below and 
choose some to practise each night.  

 
These words have appeared in 

previous SATS spelling tests and the 
patterns rules are commonly 

repeated  
 
 

Use the spelling lists below and 
choose some to practise each night.  

 
These words have appeared in 

previous SATS spelling tests and the 
patterns rules are commonly 

repeated  
 

Use the spelling lists below and 
choose some to practise each night.  

 
These words have appeared in 

previous SATS spelling tests and the 
patterns rules are commonly 

repeated  
 

 

Spring Term 2  

Week 1  Week 2  Week 3  
SATS Spelling Practise  SATS Spelling Practise  Homophones for KS2  

Use the spelling lists below and 
choose some to practise each night.  

 
These words have appeared in 

previous SATS spelling tests and the 
patterns rules are commonly 

repeated  
 
 

Use the spelling lists below and 
choose some to practise each night.  

 
These words have appeared in 

previous SATS spelling tests and the 
patterns rules are commonly 

repeated  
 
 

Use KS2 homophones list above to 
practise other words.  

 

Week 4  Week 5  Week 6  
SATS Spelling Practise  SATS Spelling Practise  SATS Spelling Practise  

Use the spelling lists below and 
choose some to practise each night.  

 
These words have appeared in 

previous SATS spelling tests and the 
patterns rules are commonly 

repeated  
 
 

Use the spelling lists below and 
choose some to practise each night.  

 
These words have appeared in 

previous SATS spelling tests and the 
patterns rules are commonly 

repeated  
 

Use the spelling lists below and 
choose some to practise each night.  

 
These words have appeared in 

previous SATS spelling tests and the 
patterns rules are commonly 

repeated  
 

 

Summer Term 1  



Week 1  Week 2  Week 3  
Words ending in ant, ance ancy  Words ending in ant, ance ancy  SATS Spelling Practise  
Acquaintance abundance acceptance 

allowance assistance attendance balance 
circumstance countenance distance 
perseverance assistance appliance 
significance elegance abundance 
performance guidance allowance 

circumstance inheritance deviance 
dominance hesitance tolerance 
endurance insurance resistance 

appearance clearance forbearance 
instance  

Acquaintance abundance acceptance 
allowance assistance attendance balance 

circumstance countenance distance 
perseverance assistance appliance 
significance elegance abundance 
performance guidance allowance 

circumstance inheritance deviance 
dominance hesitan ce tolerance 
endurance insurance resistance 

appearance clearance forbearance 
instance  

Use the spelling lists below and 
choose some to practise each night.  

 
These words have appeared in 

previous SATS spelling tests and the 
patterns rules are commonly 

repeated  
 

Week 4  Week 5  Week 6  

SATS WEEK   

   
 

 

Summer Term 2  

Week 1  Week 2  Week 3  
Statutory Word List  Statutory Word List  Words ending in ent, ence, ency  

Can your child spell all of the words 
on the list above?  

 
Pick 10 and practise them.  

 

 adherence coherence inference reference 
interference conference dependence 

circumference sequence violence 
preference transference confidence 

evidence incidence residence audience 
excellence silence convenience 

adolescence indulgence innocence 
intelligence licence negligence patience 

sentence co nsequence existence  
Week 4  Week 5  Week 6  

Words ending in ent, ence, ency  Statutory Word List  Statutory Word List  
adherence coherence inference reference 
interference conference dependence 
circumference sequence violence 
preference transference confidence 
evidence incidence residence audience 
excellence silence convenience 
adolescence indulgence innocence 
intelligence licence negligence patience 
sentence consequence existence  

Can your child spell all of the words 
on the list above?  

 
Pick 10 and practise them.  

 

Can your child spell all of the words 
on the list above?  

 
Pick 10 and practise them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Common Words that appear in SATS Spelling Tests from ExamNinja  

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


