


The Den

The Den wuos fust established in January 2019. It wos designed as a
provision to run alongside the classes, offering support for children
across: Key Stage 2. It is an areav for learming that has both the feeling
of the classroom, as well as the home. A more relaxed space, where
children. can engage i high quality activities designed, to
support, foster and, grow social and emotional well— being.

The, group is run by

Miss. Phillips, Mrs Jones Dawvenport and, Miss Downes.

Over time, our leaming space has changed and evolved to meet the

varying needs of the childrenn who attend. Our indoor space is wourm

and welcoming, with areas for sitting together to shore activities and

snack time, or arts and crafts and o play area. We may also get a
visit from Honey, owr school dog.

Are parents /carers uwobved,?
Yes, we like to feel there is an open door policy where parents /carers
cann come and chat with the class teacher or the Den staff with
regard, to theur child. So that yow hove an opportunity to see how we
work i the: Den room, yow will be invited to special events such as
auft afternoons wherer yow will  also be able tor take part v owr
more: requlou- daily events, and children and parents can also look on
owr Den page on the school website.
What does a session in the Den look like ?

Children follow o structwre and routine that is cdear to both staff and
children, which includes group listening and speaking, individual and,
shared, playing and social skills.
As we aften sees children who find it difficult to articulate ideas,
solves problems, organise themsebes to achieve gouls, or work with
others, we: promote: and maintain o consistent focus on the essential
skills in the Skills Builder framework
The group runs on consistency, positives reinforcement and. praise.
Within the session we share snock times together — as chance to talk
around, the meal table, listen to each other, take tums to speak and
proctices USULG maonners.,
Taking part i games, sometimes boord gaumes or team games, to
encownge twm taking and coping with losing.
Cucles times and sharing news — taking part and listening, sharing in a
small group to build self-esteem and confidence.
We discuss and understand our feelings.
Role play and dramaor — communication, listening to other ideas, taking
Cooking / Stories / puppets / music.
The Den is o place wher we want to see children hove the
opportunity to gow i confidences and become engaged and, be
successful leamers in their classrooms and the school community.



How will the Den help your child?
The Den will help to boost confidence and self-esteem and provide
example:
To engage
To settle
To listen
o concentrote
To share and take tums
To accept losing ar game
To bulld friendship with their classmates
Gives opportunities to talk about and understand their feelings
To work on group led topics and activities
To experiences and proctice the development of positives relationships
Does this mean my child, is naughty?
No. These sessions are meant to help them manage situations and
ncreases their skills to become more successful leamers.

How long will my child attend the Den?
Cuwrrently the: Den. room runs sessions throughout thes weer, each
sesslon & 2 howrs in duration. Each child has been grouped,
specifically to need. There will be: moming and afternoon sessions. A
child may attend for  I-4 terms.

However we: do enswe that children do not miss special assemblies,
guests U school, outings or any special events that the rest of their
class are taking part iv. The Den team plan closely with the class
teachers.




What is the purpose of the Den?
The, Denv Group works with, small groups of 4— 6 pupils.
The children are carejully brought together to make o balanced and

functional group. The Den continues the ethos of an already nurturing
erwuonument  within, Sir Alexander Fleming school and provides

inclusion for all childrens  promoting PSHE provision. Therefores the
childrerv are: supported withine The Den to raise their emotional

well -being, self -esteem and have a, sense of belonging to the school
community. We, provide o structured routines with, dlear boundaries so
the children feel safe and secure.
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We follow thes Skills Builder Partnership Framework.
This s a partnership of educators, employers and skills— building

partnerships working to ensure every child and young person builds
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Reasons Children might attend the Den

Low self esteem
Find it hard to listen to others or joun in
Family ilness or break up
Bereavement
Find it hard, to share and, take tums
Find it hard to settle into class
Friendship difficulties — keeping/making friends

Find it hard to accept losing a gaume

Quiet, shy, withdrowm

A teacher might identify oo child with any of the above
needs.

A discussion. would thern take place with thes School SENCO
and,

Den staff.

A Boxall Profile will be: completed to identify possible areas
of which @ child might need support. If it is felt the child
would, benefit from a small group enwvuonment the class
teacher will speak to the parent/carer and they will be
giverv the, opportunity to accept o place for their child to
attend, The, Derv.



