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Our school values

PRIDE — ber proud, of what wes all. achieves by aspiring to work. hard, and, becormes your ‘best self’

BRAVERY — to- overcome barriers by attempting difficult challenges by being resilient, independent and

Inquisitive.

SUCCESS — achieving high standards with o belief that with, effort anithing is achievable.



How do we teach geography at Su- Alexander Fleming Primary School?
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I. What is the intent of the geography cwrriculum at Sir Alexander Fleming Primary School?

At Sir Alexander Fleming Primary school, wes aim to provide an engaging curriculum that ensures that our
children, become , confident, capable and creative individuals that are successful in all they do
We intend for owr geography curriculum to encowage and, develop children'’s curiosity and fascination of
thes world wer liver i and, the peoples around us. Wes hope that this curiosity will stay with, our children
for their life. In its nature geography is enquiry-based subject. Through quality teaching wes therefore intend,
to provoke thoughts, questions and encouwrage children to critically analyse primary and secondary sources
through exploration, research, and fieldwork. Geography at Sir Alexander Fleming is taught progressively and
allows children to build, on their previous knowledge, and. skills that are transferables throughout their time
at Sir Alexander Fleming Primary school but also throughout their education. As owr pupil's progress
through, schoot, their ever-expanding knowledge of thes world will help to deepen their understanding of
how human and physical process interact with ones anocther in addition to the formation and use of
landscapes and enwironments. Geography is a- focus within the cwriculum for understanding and resotving
issues about the enwironment and, sustainable development. Thes aim of geography is to raise awureness
of the world, around, us.

Owr vision for geography is for owr children to be inspired to discover and, explore the complexity of owr
world. We, encowage owr children to be curious about the diverse places, people, resources and natwal
and, human environments that exist in our world and to be of these differences.

As part of our commitment to preparing children for the future, sustainability is woven throughout our
geography cwrriculum. We, aim to- develop who understand, the impact
that human actions have on local, national and global enwironments. Through the study of cdimate
change, biodiversity, sustainable development and the responsible use of resources, children will develop
the knowledge, skills and volues needed to make informed decisions about the world around them. We
provide opportunities for pupils to explore real-world, enwironmental issues, engage in meaningful discussion
and consider positives actions they can take to contribute towards o more sustainable future. In doing so;
wes equip young peoples with the, knowledge and skills required, to- thrives in v changing world, and, become
active: stewauds of the planet.

2. How is the geography cuwrriculum implemented, at Sir Alexander Fleming Primary School?

We aim to foster children's curiosity about thes world, at Sir Alexander Fleming Primary School by planning
coss curricular links (Wheres appropriate,) with, other cwriculum areas such as Sciences and, History. We
are enthusiastic about Geography, planning and, delivering exploratives lessons which encowage children to
explore: and, ask questions. We take any available opportunity to- utilises our school grounds - including our
beautiful forest school area, The Hazels' - and the local areas to enhance our geography curriculum. Each
year group undertakes fieldwork linked to one or more of the topics they leam about each academic
year. This helps to deepen the children’s understanding of the world around them in addition to
developing their geographical skills.

Owr cwricwluwm aims to:

e oquip children with, geographical skills to develop their knowledge through studying places, people
and notwal and human enwironments

e deepen their understanding of the Earth's human and physical forms and processes and how
they interact with, one ancther and, change over time

e provoke thought, questions and to encowuge children to discover answers to their own questions
through exploration and resecarch to enable
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e foster a sense of wonder and, curiosity about thes world, in, which they live and develop o sense
of place

e develop their geographical vocabulary and o range of skills and apply them in an increasing
range of situations to coarry out geographical endquiry and to interpret geographical information

e allow children, become familior with their own suwrroundings and extend, their interest,
knowtedge and understanding of contrasting localities in Britain, Ewope and, thes wider world,

e appreciate similarity and difference in thes world, around, them, having empathy for thes lives of
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including maps, numerical and, quantitatives scales and writing at length

e allow children the opportunity to interpret a. range of geographical souwrces such as maps, diagrams,
globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

e provide opportunities for fieldwork, in the school grounds and local areas to enable children to
base learning on fist hand experiences

e adopt an enquiring approach to the world around them, developing in their ability to formulates
appropriate questions, research, handle datar and draw conclusions

e enhance their sense of responsibility for the care of the earth and its people

e dewvelop a simple understanding of enwironmental sustainability and how they can be actively
inwvobved in living as sustainably as possible.

3. What is the impact of the geography cuwrriculum at Sir Alexander Fleming Primary School?

Children, will. have developed. the: geographical knowledge and skills to help them explore, navigate and
understand, thes world, awound, them and, their place in it. Owr children will leaves Sir Alexander Fleming
Primary School with the ability to express well-balanced, opinions, roted in good knowledge and
understanding about current issues in sotiety and the enwironment. They will also be ables to reach dear
conclusions, explain their findings and critically evoluate their datas cotlection. methods or sources. They
will leaves our school prepared to becomes competent and confident geographers in secondary education.

4. What is the process of geography at Sir Alexander Fleming Primary School?
Approuches to teaching

Owr pedagogy is to enable our pupils to know more, understand more and remember more. Henceforth we
ensure that our progressive curriculum challenges. our children to apply their previous knowledge and, skills
to new topics.

Teachers do this by:

e Modelling and, scaffolding the necessary geographical. skills

e Allowing children to bes curious and explore their thoughts and, questions about the world around
them

e Using high quality questioning to aid, their progression

e Encoumging pupl led learming with paired, or group activities during which we actively encourage
the use of key geographical concepts and, vocabulary

e Adults consistently use and define key concepts and vocabulary throughout lessons

e Providing children, with, opportunities to apply their knowledge and understanding to answer
enquiry-based, questions
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e Incorporating opportunities for fieldwork and use of our forest school area, — The Hazels - to allow

Cross curriculou opportunities

Teachers take advontage of opportunities to make coss-cwricular links, where: appropriate, tor provide our
children, with rich, leaurning opportunities to really submerses themsebes into o topic. By teaching topics in
o cross-cuwrricular woy this offers o creatives way to develop children's knowtedge, skills and understanding
while maotivating them to- learn through stimulating, interconnected topics. At Sir Alexander Fleming Primary
School, we ensure that lessons are relevont and meaningful allowing our children to apply their
geographical knowledge, understanding and skills in o purposeful context.

Maths is also enhanced viaw geography through our field work inwvestigations develop dator handling and,
graphing skills. The spatial dimension of map-work is mathematical, too, through direction and locational
work. Our map work develops ability to understand, and use co-ordinates. It also develops understanding
of compass points and provides opportunity for them to practise giving directions using o compass.

Learning erwuonments

Every classroom erwironment i our school provides a setting for learning as classrooms. facilitate
quality leaming and are carefully thought out. Every classroom has access to atlases, maps and a. globe
to assist in the development of pupil’s understanding of key geographical concepts.

5. How do we assess geography at Sir Alexander Fleming Primary School?

At the beginning of each lesson, we share our leauning objectives and success criterias with the children
to enable them to reach their full potential. During lessons, teachers use open questioning, observotions,
discussions and, Assessment for Learning (AfL) strategies to determine whether children have understood
o topic. Teachers frequently check pupils’ understanding to identify gaps in knowledge and address
misconceptions. Opportunities for self-assessment are provided so that pupils can reflect on their own
learming and identify their next steps. Retrievol, questions at the beginning of lessons ares used, to assess
what children, have remembered, from previous leaming, while "Think likes av Geographer” questions following
substantives lessons. allow teachers to assess both geographical knowledge and disciplinary understanding.
Teachers assess children's work using formatives assessment methods and use the information gathered to

inform, future: planning and support progression. Examples of children's geography work are collected, and,
retained within o portfolic to demonstrates the expected, standards of achievement across each, year group.

Summative: assessment takes place at several points throughout o pupil's geography jowrney. In the Early
Years Foundation Stage, children's geographical understanding is assessed through the Early Leaming Gouls
within Understanding the World,, including People, Culture and. Communities. and The, Natural World,. From,
Year | to Year 6, pupils complete start-of-unit and end-of-unit assessments which enable teachers to
evoluate the acquisition and, retention of substantive and disciplinary geographical knowledge. In addition,
teachers fom Nursery to Year 6 make termly assessments against the school's geography progression
the, year and complete an end-of-year summatives assessment, which is then reported to parents.

6. How is geography supported, in the Early Years Foundation Stage at Sir Alexander Fleming Primary
School?
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Geagraphy in the Foundation Stage and Nwrsery is taught as an integral part of the topic work covered
during the, year. We relate the geographical aspects of the children's work tor the objectives set out in the
EYFS, Understanding the world, which, underpin the cwriculum planning for Foundation Stage children.
Geagraphy makes o significant contribution. to the objectives of developing o child's knowledge and
understanding of the world through o range of different activities.

They are beginning to gain knowledge and understanding of the world through:
*  Photographs
*  Exploring natwal materials, owr natwal environment and, living things
*  Drawing information fom and drawing simple: maps
+ Looking at diff 4

7. KSI

The National Curiculum Progammes of Study at Key Stage One focuses on developing children's
knowledge, skills and understanding of geography. Children should understand basic subject-specific
vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to uses geographical skills, including first-
hand observation, to enhance their locational aworeness.

Pupils should, be taught to-

*  Name and locate the world's continents and, oceans

*  Noame, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United
Kingdom and its swrrounding seas

*  Understand geographical similarities and diffrences through studying the human and physical
geography of a small areav of the United Kingdom, and of a contrasting non-Euwropean country

« Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and
cold, areas of the world, in relation to the Equator and the North, and South Poles

*  Use basic geographical vocabulary tor refer to:

*  Key physical features, including: beach, coust, forest, hill, mountain, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation,
and weather

*  Key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, fum, house, office, and, shop

*  Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the: United, Kingdom and, its countries, as well as
the countries, continents and, oceans studied at this key stage

*  Simple compass directions. (North, South, East and West) and locational language (e.g. near and
far) to describe the location of features and routes on a, map

*  Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic physical features;
devise: o simple: map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key

*  Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and, the key

Each of the points above are met several times throughout key stage one.

8. KS2

The, National Curriculum Programmes of Study at Key Stage Two also focuses on deweloping children's
Knowledge, skills and understanding of geography. Pupils should, extend their knowledge and
understanding beyond the local area, and the United, Kingdom to include Ewope, North and South
America. This will include the location and, characteristics of a range of the world’'s most significant
human and physical features. They should, develop their use of geographical tools and skills to enhance
their locational and place knowledge.
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Pupils should, be: taught to:

Locate the world's countries, using maps to focus on Ewope and, North and South, America, and
concentrating on their erwironumental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and
major cities

Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their
identifying human and physical characteristics, incuding hills, mountains, cities, rivers, key
topographical features and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have
changed, over time

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern, Hemisphere, Southern
Hemisphere, the Tropicss of Cancer and, Capricorn, Arctic and, Antouctic Cicle, and time zones
(including day and, night)

Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical
geography of o region or areas of the United, Kingdom (different fom that taught at Key Stage I), o
region or ared, in a Ewropean country, and a, region or areas within, North, or South, America,
Describe: and understand key aspects. of:

Physical. geography, including: climates zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains,
volcanoes and, earthquakes, and, the: water cycle

Human geography, including: settlements, land use, economic activity including trade links, and the
Use: maps, atlases, globes and digital /computer mapping to locates countries and describe features
studied,

Use the eight points of a compass, four-figwe grid references, symbots and key (including the use
of Ordnance Survey maps) to build, their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
Use fieldwork to observe, measwre and record the human and physical features in the local areas
using a range of methads, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and, digital technologies.

Each of the points above are met several times throughout Key Stage Two.

9. How do we ensure equal opportunities and inclusion at Suir Alexander Fleming Primary School?
In line with our ‘Equal Opportunities Policy' we are committed to providing o teaching enwironment that
promotes. leaming. Children are given opportunities to work with, others, listen to each other and treat
everyone with

We will:

Plan, our classroom, activities to challenge and, iwobve all pupils appropriately, according to age and,
capability, ethnic diversity, gender and language background.

Be awaue of different leaming styles and the need to allow pupils to be able to work in their
Uses materials for teaching which avoid, sterectyping, bias towards race, gender, role or disability.
Plan o cwricuum that s diverse and reflectives of thes demographic of owr schoot.

Children, identified, as needing extra, support will be given, the, appropriate, adaptations as building blocks
to help them to be successful and confident geographers. Providing for SEND pupils should take account
of each pupil’s particular learning and assessment requirements and, incorporates specific approoches which
will allow all individuals to succeed.

10. How is geography monitored, at Su- Alexander Fleming Primary School?
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The  geography subject lead, and class teachers are responsible for monitoring the standard, of thes children's
work, and, the quality of teaching in geography. Teaching staff ares supported by thes geography subject lead,
through the delivery of up-to-date and relevant CPD, providing constructives feedback (both, verbal and
writtenv) from book looks and, leaurning walks in addition to supporting staff with, any questions they have
in relation to geography. In addition to the leaming walks and book Looks, the geography co-ordinator will
carry out staff and pupil voice surveys which, will inform further improvements or refinements that need,
to bee made to our school cuwrriculum. This methods for monitor geography will ensure that high quality

1. PM' links
Equal opportunities poticy
Marking and feedback policy
SEND poticy
Cuwrriculum, policy
Long term overview and, progression in Geography
Assessment policy
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